‘How to keep a men’s ministry going and growing.’

Men’s Ministry WORKSHOP: MMC, Cornerstone Church, Notts, Sat 9th Nov 2019
1. Introduction to men’s ministry:

· Why men’s ministry? Mark 1v17-18 as the call to discipleship involves becoming a fisherman. Men are best placed to reach men, who tend to be under represented in church. 
· Whole life discipleship: 

· (a) Study in order to grow (Ezra 7v10); LICC  ‘front lines’ (family, neighbourhood, clubs, work); sharing our lives (2 Tim 2v2, Lk 9v23).

· (b) Do we pray for this? “PUSH”: Pray Until Something Happens! 

· (c) Framework for life: what is true? (God’s word); what is valuable? (God’s Kingdom); What is ethical? (God’s Law). 

A. Models. 

‘Sowing, reaping keeping’ by L. Singlehurst gives spectrum to work across - from informal contact through to presenting gospel message cf similar idea in ‘Christianity Explored’ grandstand for athletics with the onlookers, live spectators, involved in the team and then competitors.
B. Methods.

(i) Come to us approach: ask is our church man-friendly? See ‘Why men hate going to church’.
(ii) Go to them: join in clubs or groups - good for those who hardly know any Christians. 
Door to door visits (Beacontree Church, Dagenham; Harold Wood suburbia; Stone market town).
2. On the ground examples:
1. Steve Wilcox (St Peter’s Church, Analby).

St Mark’s Tavern: first Wednesday each month, 7.30pm-9.00pm at St. Mark's. Typically Tavern begins with a team challenge, game or conversation. Over the course of the year we have social gatherings & events. This year, we have hosted: a Tavern themed games evening with events including Wii Bowling, Table Football & Darts.

2. Jon Putt from (Grace Community Church, Bedford). 

 (a) ‘Yorkie’ – Mens events: At Grace we believe in enjoying the whole of life together. Yorkie aims to put on a whole range of high quality events through the course of the year to enable men to invite their friends and ultimately introduce them to the good news of Jesus! So what are these ‘great events’? They may range from a trip to the Normandy battlefields, to karting and paintballing, visiting a top sporting event at Lords or Twickenham or a lively quiz night. All these are great fun, accessible, friendly and suit all tastes and budgets. Men love a challenge and Yorkie gives that opportunity for men to hear the challenge of the message of Jesus. Previous events included: • Go-Karting • Paintballing • Footie tournament • 20/20 cricket match • Quiz night • Dads n Lads scramble up Triffan • Trip to Normandy battlefields.
(b) ‘‘The Shed’: in a community centre; hospitality and neighbourly love for those e.g. on benefits, long term sick. Church members (5-6).

3. PRACTICAL EXERCISE: 
Plan a men’s event for Feb 2020 based on sport – an event to play, watch, a Quiz, meet a real sportsman etc. Total time: 15 minutes to cover the 5WH (why are we doing it? Who is it aimed at? What will we do? When will it be? How much will this cost to put on?). Poster to summarise at end.
4. DISCIPLESHIP One to one 

Jesus did it, Paul did it. So did Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18v26). Today’s needs are the same! 
“Giving a talk is like throwing water from a bucket over a row of bottles; a few drops may enter into some. Speaking to individuals is like pouring water from the jug into the narrow neck of each bottle” (David Watson, a biography by Teddy Saunders and Hugh Sansom). 
a. Concern for each to mature: the ransom price for each one was the blood of Christ. The aim for each one is ‘to present everyone perfect in Christ’ (Col 1v28). This personal work addresses specific needs and situations.
b. Jesus’ own example: the Lord spent time aside with his disciples as a group (Mk 9v2ff; Mk 14v33ff; Lk 8v51ff) that included time with three in particular (Peter, James and John). He spoke with the woman at the well, with Thomas to address his doubts, to restore Peter the denier.
c. Paul’s missionary strategy: he entrusted the gospel to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others also (2 Tim 2v2). Using people’s god given gifts for the health of the body (1 Cor 12v7), relying on God’s word, prayer and the Holy Spirit rather than highly directive. 
d. The importance of depth: growing in maturity is important and those who have been Christians for decades may have become good at hiding their sinful attitudes so this work enables deeper understanding and reinvigorates those who have staled (Col 2v6-7; Titus 1v2). 
Use of the following: Discovering the Real Jesus (Rebecca Manley Pippert); The Word one to one.
Limited time period: 2 or 3 terms maximum. Then it’s their turn with another person!
Small groups: maturity, accountability (we’re all learning this together) and motivation: 
· ‘Gospel Centered Life’ (World Harvest Mission); Just for Starters; The Blueprint. 
· ‘Gospel Centered Work’ (Tim Chester): it’s proving to be really good material.
BOOKS:

‘Sowing, reaping keeping’ by L. Singlehurst.

‘With him’ by Ken Smith.

“Knowing our Time” by J. Stevens. 

‘One to one Bible reading’ by David Helm.

